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m leaflets scattered throughout the country There was, for example, maliciously and falsely attributed to the Government, m leaflets scattered among the common people throughout the villages of the transferied Districts, the outrageous motive of wishing to place the cultivating and labouring classes of these Districts at the disposal of the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam, so that that Government might be able to remove them against their will from then own homesteads to a position of practical slavery in the tea gardens of Assam *
The mercantile classes were told in public speeches that the object was to mjuie the Port of Calcutta, a statement the ridiculous charactei of which may be seen from the fact that the Bengal Chamber of Commerce supported the partition scheme.
Furthermore, inasmuch as the Districts transferred to the new Province had all of them a majority of Muhammadans in the population, a wicked attempt was made, by insinuations of an intention to place the Hindus under the heel of the Muhammadans, to set the professois of these two leligions against each other, and to produce those religious animosities which are so real and constant a danger m India
By such means, a violent opposition was raised against a measure the administrative value of which has been so abundantly established that the agitation against it has been rapidly dying out in Bengal Unfortunately, that agitation has been again and again stirred into new vigour by incitements from the floor of the British Parliament. It is satisfactory to find that these evil influences are weakening as the people really concerned begin to see the advantages which they have derived from the measure and are convinced of the good intention of the Government in carrying it out.
I cannot but recall a conversation which I had with a highly esteemed Indian friend, who was one of my colleagues on the Bengal Council. He was an Indian merchant of considerable distinction and had had an honourable connection with public affairs He made a public attack on the partition scheme, based mainly on the impression as to the intentions of the Government